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SUBJECT: CU FY 1977 PROGRAM FOR SEYCHELLES 
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1 . EMBASSY APPRECIATES ALLOCATION U.S. DOLS. 7,000 FOR FY 77 
PROGRAM IN SEYCHELLES. 

2. EMBASSY PROPOSES FOLLOWING TWO SEYCHELLOIS UNDER INTERNATIONAL 
VISITOR (IV) PROGRAM: 

JOSEPH BASSET, MANAGING EDITOR, SEYCHELLES WEEKLY, OFFICIAL NEWS- 
PAPER OF MAJORITY SEYCHELLES DEMOCRATIC PARTY (SDP) AND JAMES 
MICHEL, EDITOR OF THE PEOPLE, ORGAN OF SEYCHELLES PEOPLE'S UNITED 
PARTY (SPUP). 

3. SEYCHELLES BECAME INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC ON JUNE 29, 1976 UNDER 
SDP/SPUP COALITION GOVERNMENT. SELECTION OF BASSET AND MICHEL, TWO 
LEADING LOCAL JOURNALISTS, HAS ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORT OF BOTH SEY- 
CHELLES' PRESIDENT JAMES MANCHAM AND HIS COALITION PARTNER, PRIME 
MINISTER RENE, BOTH OF WHOM HAD PROFITABLE EXPERIENCES AS LEADER 
GRANTEES IN LATE 1960'S. IN ADDITION TO THEIR FEELING THAT VISIT 

TO U.S. WOULD BE ENRICHING PROFESSIONALLY FOR PROPOSED GRANTEES, 
MANCHAM AND RENE ALSO SEE PROPOSAL AS SIGN OF SUCCESS AND STRENGTH 
OF COALITION. 

4. BASSET AND MICHEL WOULD LIKE INITIATE TRIP IN SPRING 1977 AND 
DESIRE TRAVEL TOGETHER. IN INITIAL INTERVIEW, PROPOSED IV'S 
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MAJOR CITIES, RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS AND TO HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO SEE CONGRESS AND STATE LEGISLATURES AT WORK. IN 
ADDITION, WOULD LIKE TO VISIT SMALL TOWNS WITH WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 
AKIN TO SEYCHELLOIS PRESS (CIRCULATION 1,000-2,000). BASSET 
AND MICHEL WOULD PLAN GATHER MATERIAL DURING VISIT FOR NUMBER OF 
FEATURE ARTICLES ON U.S. 

5. EMBASSY WOULD HOPE UTILIZE FUNDS REMAINING AFTER IV GRANTS TO 
FUND SPECIAL PROGRAMS OF GOS OFFICIALS WHO MAY BE TRAVELLING 
THROUGH U.S. 
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